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3 Tips with your Pup
Stop Saying NO and start saying Yes!
Often referred to as the "Behavioral Marker", the word we use
is "Yes". It's much like using a clicker as a means of positive
reinforcement only you do not have to tote a clicker around
and have one more thing to fumble with.
--You do NOT have to treat your dog every time you say "Yes",
give them a good pat on their side or a moment of play.
Begin to reward only when your pup is giving you GOOD
behaviors.  Ie. all feet are on the ground in the kitchen or when
visitors come in, you teach them a new word like "down" and
they perform etc.
-->Stay CALM when asking something of them.  Do not get too
excited (because they will reciprocate).  When you are given
the correct response, respond by saying "Yes" then follow with
a yummy treat.  You don't want to say it over and over, like a
parrot, or your pup will tune it out.
Yes to your dog will essentially mean that they are
doing something right.
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Polite on the Leash

When you walk your dog you need to lead the walk.  If they
are taking you where they want to go then who is leading
who?  Flip direction and then play a physcological game of
now you are behind be and I'm leading.  
Yep you may look silly at times YoYo'ing back and forth. 
 But your pup will learn that by pulling away, they aren't
able to go where THEY want to go and you are leading.  You
can also take steps backwards when they begin to pull. 
 
Reward (Yes!!) when they are back at your side and keep a
nice calm tone in your voice.
 
Remember that in order for this training method
to work, you must do it every time your dog pulls.
 If they are allowed to pull on some occasions,
then it will only confuse them.
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The Happy Recall

Catch Me: While walking your dog on-leash, get their
attention, then turn around and run a few steps. As your
pup moves with you, say “come!” or whichever verbal
recall cue you’re using. After a few steps, stop
and reward with a treat or a toy. Make sure your dog is
paying attention before you run, to ensure they don’t get
yanked by the leash.

From Day 1 of having your pup, you want to reinforce a
happy come when called.  Even if they were naughty, do not
guilt them into coming.  If you yell at them for doing
something bad and tell them to come, will they?? Not
willingly I imagine.  Shoot, I would run the opposite way or
come hesitantly if I thought I was in trouble.  Here are a
couple Recall tips:
 
1) Choose a quite low distraction place to practice.  You can
have the leash on or off.  Best for them to get used to the
leash not pulling them in but rather them coming on their
own gumption.  Distractions will pop up so best to start
simple then build you and your pups confidence up before
the difficult recall practices.
 
2) Make coming a game.  
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The Happy Recall

Find Me: Once your dog has gotten the hang of recall, a
fun game to play to build speed is to call them from
another room. When your dog finds you, offer lots of
praise and rewards. This hide-and-seek-like game is a
lot of fun for both pups and people!
Hot Potato: Take two or more family members or
friends and give them high-value treats. Next, stand
apart and take turns calling your dog between you.
Reward your dog each time they come to the person
who called them.

 
-->You do not want to poison the cue by saying:
“Come! COME!!! Come! Come! Come! Please come!”
The is quite common actually.  The dog may not know the
meaning of come or associate it to a negative experience. 

Remember
Don't Repeat, reward heavily (they should think of coming
as something great) keeping it positive, practice daily and
slowly increase the difficulty level.  That's the basics!
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Train, Don't Complain


